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 ROYAL OAK RUN REPORT    Louie Pittoli and his  

Rio Grande  

Run Report for Sunday November 6, 2011  Royal Oak by Cary & Jim 

The Weather forecast was better than yesterday, so we headed to the park to enjoy the last regular run 

day of the 2011 season.  We are all sad to see the year come to an end, the leaves all dying and falling to 

the ground, and the animals are all hiding their food for the winter. 

Out early for set up and preparing for the Days Run were, Dave Taylor (with his CNN),  Lee Wehlann, 

Fred Field, Cary, Jim, Harold, Tom Bee, and Gary Mead.  Everyone pitched in to get everything set up 

and ready to begin the day of train rides, and smiling faces ready and eagerness to take a ride on the 

Trains. 

We had a good turn out of riders for the day and Members enjoyed playing with the trains.  The air 

was brisk all day, and we all were ready to put the train away, secure the equipment and head home for 

the day.  This concludes our train rides at the Royal Oak location this year. 

 

Hope to see everyone soon. 

Some of our excited riders from the Halloween Run 
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Woman killed in Frenchtown Township car, train crash 

 

DETROIT -Nov 30 2011  

FRENCHTOWN TOWNSHIP, Mich. (WXYZ) - The Monroe County Sheriff's Office is 

investigating a fatal car train accident on Nadeau Road in Frenchtown Township. 

Investigators say 41-year-old Alexandra McDuffie was killed when her 1995 Honda 

Civic was hit by a southbound Norfolk Southern train. 

The force of the impact with the train sent the car spinning until it came to rest about 30 

feet south of the railroad crossing. McDuffie was ejected from the car and was pro-

nounced dead at the scene. 

McDuffie's 8-year-old daughter was also in the car at the time of the accident. She was 

taken to St. Vincent's Mercy Hospital in Toledo where she is listed in stable condition. 

Police say alcohol does not appear to be a factor in the crash and that the train signals 

were working at the time of the accident. 
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THE MAINLINER IS PROUD TO INTRODUCE  

GREAT LAKES LIVE STEAMERS 

CLUB OFFICERS 2012 

PRESIDENT 

CARY POLASKI  

VICE -PRESIDENT 

LOUIE PITTOLI  

TREASURER 

KAREN POLASKI  

SECRETARY 

CHAD KONEFE  

Members working on stuffing bags of candy for the Halloween Run    (Photo By D. Messineo)  
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November 2011 Meeting Report  by Harold Maxwell  

Meeting Date: Nov. 19th, 2011   Meeting Location: Southgate Arena, Southgate, MI. Start time 6pm. 

Members Present: 20     Officers present: Cary Polaski, Jim Slimp, Karen Polaski, and Harold Maxwell 

Cary Polaski asked for additions or corrections to October minutes as published in the November Mainliner, 
there were none, Cary asked for a motion to accept the minuets as published, the motion was made and 
passed. 

Treasurerôs Report:  Karen Polaski gave income and expense reports for October and gave balance for the 
checking account. A motion to accept the Treasurerôs report was passed. Karen also gave monetary and 
rider results of the Halloween run. 

- Reminder, no receipt/ no money. 

Secretaryôs Report: Harold Maxwell reported on the honorary member project. The plaque has been sent to 
frame shop to have the picture and metal plate mounted. 

Presidents Report:   Southgate restroom and pavilion/ train station projects are back on. 

-Southgate excavation for track extension is back on. The City is waiting for the ground to freeze so excava-
tion for the last culvert and grading can be done. 

- A thank you card will be sent to the Southgate Kiwanis for the dinner they put on for us prior to the Hallow-
een run on Saturday. 

Old Business : Nominations for 2012 officers: There were no more nominations; Louie Pittoli was elected as 
Vice President. 

-A by-law change needed for dates and times of meetings as drafted by Harold will be published in the next 
newsletter and voted on at the January meeting. 

New Business : Since no one was nominated for President, Treasurer, or Secretary, Cary and Karen agreed 
to continue as President and Treasurer, Chad Konefe agreed to take the Secretary position. All positions 
were voted on and passed. 

Committee Reports:  Year End Party 2011: Chuck Polaski reported that he has booked the party at De 
Carloôs Banquet Center at 6015 E. Ten Mile Rd., Warren MI 48091, on December 10, 2011; from 6pm till 
12am Dinner is at 7pm. There will be an open Bar. Cost is still $25 per person payable now last chance to 
sign up is at the November meeting. A motion to set a budget of $300 for gifts and decorations was made 
and passed. 

-Santa Express Run: The dates are December 2nd &3rd, 2011, the time will be 5pm to 8pm. There will be no 
makeup date. Jerry Murray is in charge. A lengthy discussion of what was needed, what to bring, and who 
will do what, transpired. 

-Website and Flyers: Louie Pittoli: Gary Meade had requested flyers to pass out at train shows. Louie, Phil, 
and Cary presented a sample of a business card that could be passed out at the train shows. After a discus-
sion the business cards will not be used. Reports should be sent to both Candy Murray and Louie Pittoli. 
Louie has reserved space on the web site for OLS as requested by Jerry Murray. 

-Safety Committee: Bill Wagner and Steve Chapmen, Steve has stickers and car inspection forms. 

-Track Extension Crew: Steve Chapman and Bill Wagner, we are waiting for the City to install an additional 
culvert and finish grading the hill. 

-Track Repair Crew: Wednesday morning crew, no work planned until spring. 

-Special Run Committee: Jerry Murray will be the committee chair for 2012. 

-Club Souvenirs: We need someone to take this on for 2012. 

-GLLS Sign at Royal Oak: Lee Wehlann is refurbishing the sign that hangs at the front entrance at Starr Park. 
Jerry Murray is looking at getting a truck to assist in removing the large oval sign to repaint it over the winter. 
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-Operation Life Saver: Jerry Murray has applied to OLS for certification, he also outlined his plans to promote 
OLS at club events; a plan to use safety posters as bill boards on gondola cars was discussed as well as 
plans to put posters at the loading station and a possible Face Book entry. He has yet not ordered the chil-
drenôs books that have been authorized. Jerry described a meeting with OLS that he and Cary attended 
along with representatives from several railroads. He outlined what they would like us to do as a sponsored 
club. They also authorized us to use their logo. 

-Mainliner: Send Candy articles. If you have a slow modem call Candy to change to USPS mail 

Historian: Candy has received some material; she would like more pictures and other material. 

General Comments or Announcements : Unacceptable language or a member being under the influence of 
drugs and/or alcohol is absolutely not tolerated. You will be asked to leave. Do not discuss GLLS business, 
problems, issues, or money in public. 

-Incidents or injuries must be reported to a Safety Committee person or an officer immediately. 

-Meeting Schedule: Next meeting is scheduled on January 21, 2011 at 6:30pm . 

-Up Coming Shows: Gary Meade noted the NMRA Division 6 show in November, Jerry provided flyers for the 
Saline show in February. 

-If you know of a member being sick, hospitalized, surgeries, or death in family, please let Chad know, so a 
card can be sent. 

Raffle:  There was not a raffle this month. 

Meeting Adjournment : The meeting was adjourned. 

 

As a final note I would like to thank all those that helped me as your Secretary this year. I would also 

like to see more members participate in some way with the operation of this organization . 

Proposed By ï Law change for Date and Time of meetings: As discussed and 

changed at the November meeting, to be voted on at the January meeting. 

Current By -law 

ARTICLE II - MEETINGS  

Regular meeting 

To be held on the 4th Saturday of the month, unless changed or canceled by a notice in the 

newsletter 

Business meeting to start at 8.00 PM. 

All meetings to be conducted in accordance with Robertôs Rules of Order. 

Each person present shall sign the log book circulated at the meeting. 

 

Proposed changes in Red and Underlined 

ARTICLE II - MEETINGS  

Regular meeting 

To be held on the 3rd Saturday of the month, unless changed or canceled by a notice in the 

newsletter. 

Business meeting to start at 6:30 PM. 

All meetings to be conducted in accordance with Robertôs Rules of Order. 

Each person present shall sign the log book circulated at the meeting. 
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Halloween Run 2011  (Photos by D. Messineo) 
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SOUTHGATE: Steamers offer free rides with Santa at            

Kiwanis Park   By Alan Burdziak     News Herald  Published December 2, 2011  
 

SOUTHGATE ñ Children can come down to Kiwanis Park, at the corner of Trenton Road and Leroy Street, 

from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday and  Saturday for free train rides with Santa.  

 

The jolly elf will arrive on a fire engine at 5 p.m. at the north end of the park, hop on a train and head to the 

south pavilion, where he will get off and do it again.  

 

The Great Lakes Live Steamers will provide the trains, cars, decorations and refreshments for the event.  

 

Jim Slimp, vice president of the Steamers, said the first time they held the event was last year at the re-

quest of Mayor Joseph Kuspa.  

 

Kiwanis Park and Starr Jaycee Park in Royal Oak have permanent tracks. At Kiwanis Park, the group runs 

trains the third weekend of the month from May through October. In Royal Oak, they run the first weekend 

of the month. Kiwanis Park is the only location doing the Santa train rides.  

 

There will be six trains running both days, with two cars apiece.  

 

One issue will be the weather, Slimp, 75, said. If it snows, they canõt run trains. 

 

òItõs really beautiful and the kids love it, provided we can keep the snow off the track,ó Slimp said.

 

 

There will be coffee, hot cider, hot chocolate and doughnuts and other complimentary refreshments. There 

also will be seven ice sculptures, the biggest one a 4 -foot -tall Southgate city logo.  

 

The Great Lakes Live Steamers is a nonprofit group that has been providing free train rides for children at 

parks for more than 30 years, Slimp said. He joined the organization in 2000.  Slimp uses his own engine for 

the rides and said he and members who brought their trains for the event pay for the gas and maintenance 

of the trains themselves.  

òWe do this out of the kindness of our own hearts,ó Slimp said. òYou have to like it or you wouldnõt do it   

because you donõt get paid for it.ó  

http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2011/12/02/news/doc4ed6985c161fb727817836.txt

