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 Run Report for Royal Oak      By:  Karen Polaski   

Saturday, June 4, 2011 

The weather predictions were saying it was going to be a Hot and Humid day for us to run trains at Royal Oak, and boy were they 
right.  It was 84 degrees at 10:15 am when we arrived at the park.   We were not too happy to see that the grass had not been cut 

and there were tree limbs everywhere.  Everyone jumped in to clean the track and prepare for the run. 

Out early for set up was, Lee Wehlann (with Old # 97), Clive Catchpole (with Clica), Tom Horwerth, Dave Taylor (with his CN), Rob 
Scheib, Choo Choo Johnny, Harold Maxwell (with new engine) Cary & Karen Polaski, Jim & Theresa Slimp (with Southern Switcher), 
Floyd Gregory, Tom Bee, Chuck Polaski, Stevie Chapman, Fred Field, Bruce Gaither (with Michigan Central Steamer). Dave & 
Chuck made quick work with a weed whacker, to clear the loading area of tall grass and weeds.  The mosquitoes were in a convoy, 
and ready for war.  Chuck & Stevie stopped and picked up bug spray for us to use.  Everyone shared the responsibilities of cleaning 

the track, putting out the switches, setting up the loading station and anything else that need to be done. 

Theresa set up her spot for the Souvenir table. 

Jim unloading his engine to find out he had some bad brake problems, so Tom Bee boarded the engine, and took it to the Train    

Urgent Care, located in his yard for repairs. 

We had a line forming at 11am, and everyone was anxious to take a ride on the trains.  The station wasnôt even set up and they were 

waiting. 

Dave & Harold took responsibility of handling the Birthday party that reserved a special train to take them for rides around the park.  
They couldnôt thank us enough and after their reserved time was over, people from their party continued to stand in line and ride the 

trains and enjoy the day in the park. 

We had some visitors out to see us during the day.  Bill & Sandy Whitney took a couple rides around the track.  Donna Gaither & 
Rebecca Warren came out, and enjoyed riding with Bruce, until his engine went down.  We also had Dick Tomlinson and Darwin 
(sorry, I donôt know Darwinôs last name).  We all know Dick from White Creek.  It was nice to see their smiling faces.  Joe & Ann 
Sarich came out for a little while to see us and take a ride on the railroad.  We hope we can get more people out to visit and ride our 

trains. 

We had a lot of riders out for the day, and a lot of repeat riders.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the rides, and didnôt complain about the 

heat. 

We put things away as quick as we could, and most of us went to the Avenue to get something to eat and enjoy the air conditioning 

This months featured Engineer is:  

Lee Wehlann and # 97  

No Run report for Sunday June 5, 2011  

Run Report Southgate     By: Karen Polaski  

Saturday, June 18, 2011 

It looks like the weather is going to cooperate with us this weekend, for our run at the Southgate Kiwanis Park Track.  We were      pre-

dicted to be in the 80õs with sunshine all weekend.  Let the summer fun begin.  The schools are all out for the summer recess now, and 

families are looking for things to do to occupy minds and burn energy.  We have the perfect option for them to choose.  Come to the 

park on run days and enjoy riding the trains and learning how they operate.  Just ask the engineers and they will be happy to  answer 

your questions.  Ask all you want.  There are no dumb questions except those that do not get asked.    Out early for set up (No Last 

Names now, you should know them by now) Steve & Stevie with their engine, Jim & Theresa, Choo Choo Johnny, Floyd & Judy, Don & 

Jean, Dennis, Louie & Phil with their engine,                                                                               Continued on page 2 
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Southgate Run Reportññcontinued from front page 

Francis Brandt with his engine, Gus Hermans, Candy & Bill Murray (both prospective members at that time), Jerry, Gary, Ben & Cath-
erine with their engine that didnõt come out to play, Clive with his engine, Lee with his engine, Harold with his new engine, Roger with 
his engine, Cary & Karen.  I hope I didnõt miss anyone, but if I did, I did not do it on purpose.  Everyone pitched in and made the set up 
go quick and easy and left time for everyone to catch up on life.  Steve held a brief safety talk to remind everyone to face forward when 
driving the trains, to please watch the switches to make sure the points are going in the direction you intend to go, SLOW DOWN when 
coming into the station and the Main Line has the right of way.  Make sure you blow the horn when you come around by the station, 
when you are on the Main Line, to let others know you are passing by. 

We would like to have a brief talk before each and every run, so please plan to arrive a little early, have your equipment unloaded and is 
ready on time.  Please bring your 2 way radios if you have them.  They do make communication throughout the park much easier. 

The riders were slow coming at noon; there was no line at all.  Then when the trains began to line up to be loaded, cars started pulling 
into the lot and you could hear screams of excitement headed for the loading station.  The fun began for all.  Jerry started out running 
the Norfolk Southern, with his Dad Bill as his co-pilot.  Bill wants to put a track inside his house.  Good Luck with that one.  Bill was like 
a kid in a Candy store, nothing but smiles.  We are glad to see new people taking interest in our Hobby, and becoming new members.  
We need to welcome them and encourage more new members to join our club. 

Candy made a big Taco Salad to share with everyone.  I saw quite a few people with bowls in hand.  Thanks Candy.  Candy spent a lot 

of the day talking to members about the newsletter and getting to know them.  I think she might be a little shy.  Bahhahahah! 

Speaking of the Mainliner, I heard quite a few members saying what a joy it was to receive the Mainliner again.  It was very much 
missed.  And it is appreciated.  Again, Thank you Candy, from all of us. 

Judy sat on the inside of the track and watched for shoe laces or loose clothing. 

There was one point in the day, that we spotted Cary running Rogerõs engine.  He said it was fun and a nice little engine. 

Everyone worked together and was helping out where help was needed.  It is nice for everyone to share the duties and responsibilities 
to keep the run moving smoothly. 

Francis has a rough time being able to join us at the track, because his wife is sick.  So, it was a pleasant surprise to see him pull up, 

and even better to see him enjoy the day, riding his train and giving rides.  We saw a constant smile on his face, because playing with 

trains is what he enjoys.  We hope to see him out more often. 

Dave Jones and John Burns, both are former members, stopped by to see us.  It was nice to see them, and we would like to get them to 
come back and join us again.  So, if everyone will just start bugging them, maybe they will find it in their heart to come be a part of our 
family again. 

Joe & Ann came out for a quick visit, Bruce and Rebecca came out as well.  We all enjoy our time to socialize with other members, fami-
lies and friends, as much as we enjoy talking to our riders. 

Phil & Stevie did the majority of the loading today.  Good Job and Thank you to both of you. 

Bethel Baptist Church, Menõs Fellowship group, set up a BBQ Grill and handed out grilled hot dogs and water to members and visitors 
at the park.  Everyone enjoy a free hot dog.  We thanked them for coming out.  Sunshine, a grilled hot dog and a ride on a train, who 
could ask for more? 

The playground was full of kids, and birthday parties in both pavilions.  A busy day at the park. 

As soon as the run was over, everyone made quick clean up, pack up, and put away, because the monthly business meeting would be 

held at 6 pm at the Southgate Ice Rink, Conference Room. 

Southgate Run Report ñññFATHERS DAY ññññJune 19, 2011  

By Karen Polaski  

 

Out Early were Roger, Cary, Jerry, Bill & Candy, Floyd, Dave with his engine, Steve with engine.  Cary, Jerry & Roger made repairs on 

the Club Engine so the horn will work.  Then Jim & Theresa, Karen, Stevie, Bob Babcock with his engine, Chad & Katarina with his en-

gine, Ben & Catherine with their engine, Dennis, Harold all started to arrive, to put the final touches on the set up and get ready for the 

day.                                                                                                                                                                              Continued on Page 3 
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Notes from your Editor ððCandy Murray  

 

Hello to all the Members and the Friends of GLLS,    

The feedback I have been hearing is that you are enjoying the Mainliner.  I am happy to hear that and I hope 
your feelings that way, will continue.  I am asking all members to please send me their Birthdates, Wedding 
Anniversaries, and if possible the anniversary of your joining the GLLS.  I would like to publish Birthday, and 
anniversary good wishes to all.  Also to any of our members who receive the Mainliner via the US Postal       
Service, if you have a computer and an e -mail address please send it on to me so I can send you a color copy 
of the Mainliner via the e -mail.    Please send Healing Good Wishes to Phil Pittoli,  Who had a brief hospital stay 
June 19 & 20,  But she is doing much better now.  Also please keep in your mind and good thoughts Jim and 
Theresa Slimps son who had a Heart Attack.  We have been told that he is doing much better now.   Please 
send to Harold Maxwell and to myself  if you know of anyone who is ill.   Also Louie Pittoli is looking for pic-
tures for the GLLS web site his e -mail address is as follows ððððð  LARGESCALE.GEO@YAHOO.COM.    I 
am also looking for any Pictures or Articles for the Mainliner.  They can be sent to me via my e -mailð-
CandyM1958@comcast.net or my street address 2240 Holmes Rd.  Ypsilanti, MI. 49198.  Well that is about all 

for this month.  Hope you all had a great June and have a safe July.  

RUN REPORT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Bill & Candy Murray are now members and we all welcome you into our GLLS family.  They brought their other son Joshua and his girl-
friend Ashley, out to enjoy the day as well.  Jerry took his Dad around on the train before the run started, so he could get the feel of the 
engine. 

Cary rode with Floyd a few more trips, and has now qualified him as an Engineer.  Congratulations Floyd from all of us. 

Roger & Dennis helped Ben make quick repairs on his engine so he could get it on the track.  Steve inspected Benõs cars and he is 
ready to roll. 

Dave was nice.  He shared his engine with others, and let them drive.  Ben shared his engine as well.  They are nice and let others play 
with their toys.  We are so proud of all of you.  Good Job! 

Candy was busy taking pictures for the upcoming newsletters.  Now letõs see if she can get the names right!!!  Just Kidding.  We are 

looking forward to upcoming editions. 

There were not as many riders out today as yesterday; this seemed like a quiet and easy day. 

Stevie handled the loading station much of the day.  He did get help from time to time.  We saw Cary and Jim up there a few times, and 
then I think there was a time that Chuck showed up and lent a helping hand. 

Everyone helped where it was needed and another quick pack up and put away, and everyone left the track.  Most of us headed to 
Rams Horn to get a quick dinner before heading home. 

We hope to see more members at the upcoming runs. 

The Edison Steam Locomotive located 

at Greenfield Village in Dearborn 

 
We will be hosting another Volunteer Park 

Clean Up Day at Kiwanis Park on Wednes-

day July 13th from 10am to 1pm. We will 

be weeding flower beds, spreading wood 

chips, and painting picnic tables. Call the 

Recreation Office at 734 -258 -3035 and sign 

up to help out. Everyone welcome! Be sure 

to bring shovels, rakes, gloves and a chair.  

The Official Southgate Michigan Facebook Page 

http://www.facebook.com/southgatemi
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June 2011 Meeting Report by Harold Maxwell  Meeting Date: June 18th, 2011    

Meeting Location: Southgate Arena, Southgate, MI. Start time 6:16pm.  

Members Present: 18     Officers present: Cary Polaski, Jim Slimp, Karen Polaski, and Harold Maxwell 

Cary Polaski asked for additions or corrections to May minutes as published in the June Mainliner, there were none, 
Cary asked for a motion to accept the minutes as published, the  motion was made and passed. 

Treasurerôs Report:  Karen Polaski gave income and expenses reports for both May and gave balance for the check-
ing account. A motion to accept the Treasurerôs report was passed. 

Secretaryôs Report: Harold Maxwell reported on the honorary member project. Lee Wehlann is working on a plaque 
and the engraved plate. Harold is working on a picture, he asked for more pictures to be sent to him. Harold asked Cary 
to call for a motion to accept Bill and Candy Murray as new members, as they have met all requirements. The motion 
was made and passed. 

Presidents Report:   Cary reported that the state boiler testing was completed at Royal Oak on May 25
th
. -Flyer dates 

have been corrected. Louie Pittoli has more. 

-Southgate storage container will be lettered soon. 

-The City of Southgate is working on a better deal for us on the concrete pad for the transfer table. We are paying for 
the concrete. Cary is authorized to pay up to $2,000.00 for the concrete. 

-New rest rooms and Train station projects. Cary is to meet with City on Monday June 20, 2011. 

- Southgate excavation project. Cary is to meet with the city. 

-The City of Southgate wants media coverage on the opening of the track extension. Tom Bee has the Golden spike. 

- All of the Southgate riding cars have had their springs replaced. 

-Conductors, being a conductor is not hard work; anyone can take a couple of turns around the track to be a conductor. 
Letôs all chip in and help when it is needed. Katrina Konefe is qualified as a conductor. 

-Engineers, Jerry Murray is qualified as an engineer at both tracks and to pull the public.  

-Incident, Cary reported on an incident that happened today at our Southgate run a discussion followed on safety is-
sues and the Engineers prerogative on Riders and their placement. Also discussed were kids and adults putting objects 
on the tracks and playing with switches. Engineers need to be alert and face forward. 

Old Business : Status of the 501-3-C, Karen reported that the IRS has not reported back on the information that was 
asked for by them. 

New Business : Harold brought up the need for an Historian position, he described the need for someone to take con-
trol of documents, photos, videos and printed media, to arrange and preserve them. Candy Murray volunteered to    
accept the position. 

Committee Reports:  Year End Party 2011: Chuck Polaski reported that he is looking at several new places. The date 
has moved to December 10

th
, 2011 because of the addition of the Santa Express run. 

-Santa Express Run: The dates are December 2
nd

 &3
rd

, 2011, the time will be 5pm to 8pm. There will be no makeup 
date. Jerry Murray has volunteered to be in charge. 

-Halloween Run: The dates are Friday and Saturday, October 14
th
 and 15

th
, from 4pm to 8pm. There will not be a Satur-

day daytime run. The Sunday run will be normal time, 12pm to 4pm, with no decorations. There will be no rain dates.  

The October meeting is changed to the second Saturday, October 8th, for last minute discussion of Halloween Run. Jim 
and Harold will be in charge. 

-Website and Flyers: Louie Pittoli, Reports should be sent to both Candy Murray and Louie Pittoli. Jerry Murray asked 
for space on the web-site for information on Operation Life Saver. 

-Safety Committee: Bill Wagner and Steve Chapmen, Steve and Bill have car inspection forms. Steve reported that 
some club cars need inspection. 

-Track Extension Crew: Steve Chapman and Bill Wagner, we are waiting for the City to install an additional culvert and 
finish grading the hill.  Clive Catchpole is working on a new three way switch for the Southgate yard. Steve reported that 

more ballast will be needed.                                                                                  Minutes continued on page 5  
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-Track Repair Crew: Wednesday morning crew, both tracks need ballasting and leveling. 

-Eagle Scout project: Harold reported that the cars are done inspection is needed and lettering applied. 

-Royal Oak Articulated Cars: Tom Bee will handle getting the cars separated. 

-Special Run Committee: Jim Slimp reported that he has two birthday runs and a special run for the Kiwanis scheduled 
for July. 

-Club Souvenirs: Theresa Slimp will be responsible for 2011. 

-GLLS Sign at Royal Oak: Lee Wehlann is refurbishing the sign that hangs at the front entrance at Starr Park. 

-Southgate Heritage Days: Jim Slimp and Harold Maxwell, the dates are Friday through Sunday, July 29
th
, 30

th
, and 31, 

2011. On Friday, at 10am, a float for the parade will be constructed at Jimós, help will be needed on construction and 
loading the display engines. The parade is Saturday at 10am. Flyers and/or candy are to be considered. 

-Junior Members: Phil Pittoli, need to implement a form stating rules of safe conduct and equipment use. A discussion 
on the current by-law covering junior members took place. Louie will research what other clubs are doing for junior 
members. 

-Operation Life Saver: Jerry Murray has applied to OLS for certification, he also outlined his plans to promote OLS at 
club events; a plan to use safety posters as bill boards on gondola cars was discussed as well as plans to put posters 
at the loading station and a possible Face Book entry. He has yet not ordered the childrenôs books that have been au-
thorized. 

General Comments or Announcements : Unacceptable language or a member being under the influence of drugs 
and/or alcohol is absolutely not tolerated. You will be asked to leave. Do not discuss GLLS business, problems, issues, 
or money in public. 

-Incidents or injuries must be reported to a Safety Committee person or an officer immediately. 

-Meeting Schedule: Meetings are scheduled on 7/16, 8/20, 9/17, 10/8, and 11/19.  All meetings are at the Southgate Ice 
Arena at 6pm. 

-Up Coming Shows: Gary Meade reported that there are no shows scheduled until November. 

-If you know of a member being sick, hospitalized, surgeries, or death in family, please let Harold know, so a greeting 
card can be sent. 

-The Downriver Guidance Center Expo on June 6, 2011, was attended by Cary, Jim, and Theresa. 

-Cary reported that the Southgate Kiwanis would like to put on a spaghetti dinner for the GLLS volunteers at the        
Halloween run. The dinner would have to be scheduled before the run on Friday or Saturday. Time and date will be de-
termined with the Kiwanis. 

-Jim Slimp requested a thank you letter be sent to Centerline Electric for their help with the power project completed at 
Southgate last year. Harold will draft a letter. 

Raffle:  There was not a raffle this month. 

Meeting Adjournment : The meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm 

 

If you get a chance, please pick up this months copy of Live 

Steam & Outdoor Railroading magazine.  It contains an arti-

cle of last years White Creek Rail Road open meet.  And it 

contain several pictures of members of the Great Lakes Live 

Steamers.  It is the Jul -Aug 2011 issue Vol. 45 No. 4.   My 

family ordered it and canõt wait to read it.  Their web site   

address is ññwww.livesteam.net  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2 NEWEST CERTIFIED ENGINEERS.                                                                                                

JERRY MURRAY OF YPSILANTI, MI                              FLOYD GREGORY OF WAYNE MI.   

THE MAINLINER  

Wednesday Group Report by Harold Maxwell 

Wednesday June 22, 2011: The group worked in a split session today, Clive Catchpole continued to work on 

the new switch for Southgate at Tom Beeôs, while Tom, Dave Taylor, and Tom Howerth moved the broken 

concrete from Tomôs rail yard to the recycling center. Meanwhile, at Southgate Jim Slimp, John Pernicano, 

Floyd Gregory, and Roger Jennings cleaned and painted the train sheds. Theresa Slimp weeded the flower 

bed at the north end. Tony Mazurek and Joe Sarich stopped by for a while to supervise. 

Pere Marquette 1223 ññ-Static display in South Haven Michigan ññ-Picture taken by C. Murray  
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Even though the first few days were cold, wet, and dreary we still had fun.  Below are some photoôs from our 
trip to White Creek 

HAPPY 14TH BIRTHDAY  TO KATARINA KONEFE WHO RECEIVED THIS 
LITTLE SPEEDER FROM HER PARENTS WHILE AT WHITE CREEK  


