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A MESSAGE FROM OUR TREASURER:  

2012 Membership Dues are now due.  

Please mail to:  

Karen Polaski, Treasurer GLLS  

620 Antoine St.  

Wyandotte, MI   48192 -3407  

The Membership Roster will be finalized before the February Business Meeting.   If Dues 

are not received prior to that date, your name will not be included on the Roster.  

Clive Catchpole and his 

Clicka Rail Steamer  

The vandals left this jacket behind   Bent and broke off fence poles   Damaged track   

Shortly after the 2011 Christmas Run in Southgate, The track in the expansion 

area was torn up by vandals.  We have no clue who did this, or why they would 

destroy something that brings pleasure to so many.  If anyone hears anything or 

has an idea who might have done this please let us know.  We are offering a 

$100.00 reward for any information that leads to an arrest.  

REWARD OFFERED!!!!!!!  
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Here is an article that appeared in the Mainliner a few years ago  

The Early History of the Great Lakes Live Steamers  

by  Bob Winkel 

 

In The Beginning...  

 

    During the 1970õs, southeast Michiganõs live steam enthusiasts had been running at a 1ó scale (1ó=1õ) track near Win-

dsor.  However, momentum was growing for the larger 1.5ó scale trains and a 7.5ó gauge track.   The small band of rail-

roaders had been having informal meetings for several years and finally applied for incorporation in 1979. The paperwork 

from the Michigan Dept. of Commerce was received on April 9
th

, 1980; the club was officially incorporated as the Great 

Lakes Live Steamers.  

 

    Immediately, track plans were formalized and negotiations with the city of Royal Oak were begun. The first officers 

were John Ugo ðPresident, Gordon Gore ðTreasurer, Dave Smith - Recording Secretary, and Dennis Goodman ð

Corresponding Secretary.  Some of the other early leaders of this group were Tom Bee, Francis Brandt, Jim Cumming, 

John Dabelstein, Jack Doerr, Bill Farnum, Don Goodman, Jim Gould, Fred Powell, Steve Robertson, Ken Stemen, Tom 

Stockton, Dave Stoeckel, Don Sutherland, and George White.  

 

    Much of the early GLLS history is well documented thanks to the efforts of the first newsletter editor, Dennis Good-

man.  His first edition came out in January of 1980. At that time the meetings were held at various members houses.  

Track plans were formulated during the early months of 1980, with Dave Smith making the initial presentation to mem-

bers. The city of Royal Oak agreed with the idea of a train track in Starr -JC Park; by August of 1980 an agreement with 

the city had been signed and the track ,was a go.  

 

The First Track  

 

    By March of 1981 the club had constructed 460 feet of curved track and 620 feet of straight track.  Gordon Gore and 

George White were appointed òwork party captainsó. By August they had installed all of the mainline and 160 feet of 

unloading track.  Additional unloading and steaming bay track was planned for the future.  More immediately, the final 

grading and landscaping had to be completed before the first run day. It was decided that the first run would be Saturday 

September 5
th

 and the gold spike ceremony would be held the following day, Sunday September 6
th

 1981.  

 

The First Newsletter  

 

In the October 1981 GLLS newsletter, the first run weekend was described as follows:  

    òThe track has been a complete successéin operation and a great turnout by our membership.  All members in atten-

dance did an outstanding job of controlling the crowd and keeping things running smoothly.  So many members have 

done more than their share of the work that it is impossible to name them all here.  The best we can do is say thanks to 

all that helped to make our (first run) a success.ó 

 

                                                                                                 Continued on page 3  
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The Early History of the Great Lakes Live Steamers             Cont. from page 2  

 

    The inaugural run was reported in the September 1982 issue of Live Steam, by none other than Bill and Chris Fitt and 

Dennis Goodman.  There is a picture of George White driving the golden spike and pictures of all the officers and special 

guests including Bill and Doris Fitt and Mrs. Frank Birch.  There were a number of locomotives that day including the 4 -4-

0 of Ken Stemen, Frank Stewartõs Atlantic, Dave Smithõs 2-6-0 and Bob Gilliesõ 0-4-0.  

    Those were the days and members are proud to say that they have kept up the tradition ever since.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

This  historical picture is from the 10th anniversary and shows the 

Chessie now owned by John Bollman and Lee Wehlannõs 

Winton mogul.  If weõre correct, this picture shows Bill Whitney, 

Bob Babcock, John Ugo and Tom Bee, among others. 

GLLS at 2011 Railroad Conventionðð by Bob Winkel 
    Members of the Great Lakes Live Steamers attended this second annual event, organized by Jim OôConnor of Discover Live Steam.  The 2010 
event was held at Dick McCloyôs track in Coshoctin, OH and was a well attended event. This year the convention was a little closer to home at the 

Hesston, IN Steam Museum and we had a good time running and watching steam locomotives throughout the weekend. 

    The Hesston Steam Museum is a sort of all-things-steam but with a concentration on railroading ï they have four different gauges with three 
different tracks. This weekend we saw action on the 7.5 inch track as well as the 14 inch and 24 inch gauge lines.  We arrived Friday after lunch 
and got checked in with Jim OôConnorôs crew, headed by his wife Lynn. They were offering tee shirts and cab ride raffle tickets for sale so, natu-
rally, we had to pick up all the options. Shortly after, we unloaded the beam engine and Ted Rita and his crew got the boiler hydro tested in short 

order. 

    The Hesston Steam Museum has quite a bit of old gear including steam tractors, steam cranes, steam saw mills and many other artifacts of the 
steam era.  They are open to the public on weekends throughout the summer but they are only open on Sundays after Labor Day.  So the conven-
tion had the run of the grounds on Friday and Saturday and until noon on Sunday.  There were no public rides given by convention attendees.      
Speaking of attendees, we were surprised to see Randy Sutherland, a long time participant up at the Michigan Central RR, not only attending the 
Discover Live Steam event but also running his newly built 14 inch gauge switcher locomotive. This unit is battery powered and he was using it to 
pull a 14ò gauge flat car. Later on he coupled up a passenger car as well. Although it was limited to 8mph, this engine had good acceleration and 

seemed to be a strong puller. 

    Your reporter got his Conner beam engine on the 7.5 inch track Friday afternoon, before the traffic picked up.  This track goes up, up, up, up, up, 
up, around a figure 8 and then down, down, down, down and finally youôre back at the station.  There are two ñstationsò for waiting passengers; the 
large station handles the ñlargeò trains (36ò and 24ò dual gauge track) and the ñmediumò size trains (14ò gauge). The small station handles the pas-
senger loading for the 7.5ò track.  There are three tracks through the small station and each has an overhead indicator for approaching trains to 
indicate which tracks are occupied.  The engineer uses a remote switchbox to automatically set the correct switch combination for the empty track 

(if there are any at that time).    Continued on page 4 
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    Although the weatherman had predicted a possible chance of rain all weekend, all we got was one short sprinkle on Saturday.  
The weather was mostly cool and sunny with leaves that were starting to change for the fall season.  Saturday morning volunteers 
served a wonderful breakfast at the track with scrambled eggs and biscuits with gravy.  We saw quite a selection of locomotives that   

day, ranging from little 0-4-0 switchers to larger consolidations and a beautiful 4-8-4 pulling a long train. 

    Saturday we met prospective GLLS member David Bell, from Ann Arbor. He took the beam engine for a spin around the track and 
we checked out Hesstonôs 2ft gauge 2-4-2 Sandley steamer that was being fired up for passenger and cab rides that day. For the 
weekend Hesston Steam Museum was also running their 14ò gauge #2, a streamlined 4-6-4 Hudson built in 1938 and restored by 

Harold Wagner. They also ran engine #3, a 14ò gauge 4-4-0 built in 1922. 

    There were a number of vendors attending this regional meet including Mike Venesa of Little Engines from Pennsylvania. Tom 
Bee was also at the track, arriving Saturday with his trailer packed to the gills with equipment.  It seemed like all he did for the first 

hour was transfer boxes of trucks and couplers to customerôs waiting vehicles.  

    Traveling with Tom Bee were members Dave Taylor and Fred Field who seemed to be enjoying the train activities at the event.  
About that time another GLLS member arrived, Larry Goldsby and his brother, traveling in his motor coach. Larry brought his new 

steam-outline electric and got it on the track in short order.  

    Saturday afternoon they announced the winners of the cab ride in the 24ò gauge 2-4-2. Ironically, both Dave Bell and your reporter 
were both successful in this raffle. It was an interesting trip with engineer Steve Brown and fireman Ken Carson. The relatively steep 
grade makes this a somewhat difficult trip to maneuver without slipping the drivers but Steve made it look easy. He let us do the sig-
naling but, unfortunately we were not allowed to take a hand at the throttle (nor did they make us throw any coalé). Interestingly, the 

36ò/24ò track passes within about 50 feet of the Michigan-Indiana border at the north end of its route. 

    Although your reporter was not able to stay for the Saturday evening or Sunday activities, there was a pot luck dinner and more 

running the next day.  However, at mid-day on Sunday the 7.5ò track had to be cleared for Hesston to give rides to the public.  This 

was a well organized event and, although perhaps not as well attended as Dick McCloyôs event the year before, it was enjoyed by all 

who participated. 

 

 

Engineer Steve Brown and Fireman Ken Carson prepare to take the 24ò gauge 2-4-2 out on the mainline. 

2011 CONVENTION                                                                                                 Continued from page 3  
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On 1-21-2012  GLLS Operation Lifesaver presenter Jerry Murray gave a day long combination Railroading Merit Badge and Operation 

Lifesaver training to Dexter Boy Scout Troop 448.   The day was spent  teaching the boys about different aspects of Railroading from 

model trains to the real thing.  How trains work.  The history of trains,  and the future of the railway system.  He also gave an hour pres-

entation on Railway safety with Operation Lifesaver.  Fabian Beltran from the Ann Arbor Model railroad club gave the history on the 

trains that ran and currently run in the Ann Arbor area.  And Roy from Operation Lifesaver spoke about Norfolk and Southern railroad. 

GLLS Member Jerry Murray Gives Operation Lifesaver Presentation to                         

Dexter Boy Scout Troop 448  


