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 ROYAL OAK RUN REPORTññSATURDAY  AUGUST 6, 2011                               
BY CANDY MURRAY 

JIM SLIMP and his                     
SW 1500 SOUTHERN 

Jerry, Josh (our newest prospective member ) and I arrived a little late as Jerry had to work this fine Saturday morning.  
Harold, Steve, Stevie, Lee, Gary, Clive, and Tom H. Already had the engines out and the switches in place .  We arrived as 
they were setting up the station.  The day was a bit humid but not too hot.   Royal Oakõs theater in the Park was going on 
when we were setting up.  They were doing Aladdin and there were a lot of parents and children watching the play.  The 
play ended right about the time we were starting and they headed over to our station to line up and ride the trains.  We were 
very busy,   We had several engineers and trains running.  Jerry was driving the Club Engine, Clive was running Clicka, Lee 
was with old 97, Bob B was running his DT&I,  Harold was running his electric steamer.  Later Dave showed up and was 
running his C/N.    Everyone took turns conducting that day.  The Goldsby Brothers showed up with there engine and they 
ran it around the track a few times testing it out.  As the afternoon wore on it got more humid and the skies darkened.   At  
2:45 p.m. the skies opened and it poured.  We had the station and the trains put away in a short time and we closed for the 

ROYAL OAK RUN REPORTññSUNDAY  AUGUST 7, 2011                                                                                
BY   KAREN POLASKI 

The Weather forecast was good for the day.  We had a slight chance of some afternoon storms.  W e were all happy that we did not see 
any storms.  There was a nice cool breeze all day.  Out early for set 
up and preparing for the Days Run were, Dave Taylor (with his CNN), 
Tom Howerth, Lee Wehlann (with his Old 97), Fred Field (with Har-
oldõs engine), Stevie, Cary & Karen, and then Ken Keith came out to 
enjoy the day with us.  Dave had to make early morning repairs to his 
engine, while Tom was busy putting out the switches.  Lee was firing 
up his steamer and Fred was preparing Haroldõs engine and hooking 
up the riding cars.  Cary & Stevie set up the loading station, and 
soon we were ready to begin our day.  That is all of us except for Lee, 
because as usual, he was late getting into the station.  He did say he 
was being docked for being tardy.  We will have to excuse him again. 

Shakespeareõs òThe Commedia Aladdinó Play was going on in the 
park this weekend, there seemed to be quite a few people attended 
the play.  Some ventured over to ride our trains and to ask a lot of 
historical questions about our track, our trains and our club. 

A long line had already formed by Rail Fans, just waiting to take a 
ride on our trains.  The line was steady all day, but when the Club 
Engine rolled into the station with both sets of the articulated cars, the line would be empty for a few minutes and then we would hear 
the excited riders coming again, to stand in line and wait for the next train out. 

Cary & Tom made a quick repair on the Club Engine and it was back in service, before anyone knew that it went out.  Good Job!!!   Eve-
ryone was switching back and forth, being Engineers and Conducting on the trains.  Tom Bee had some family visiting, so Dave Taylor 
pulled them around the track a few times.  Lee had a train load of VIPõs at one time.  I think I heard him say they were former employees 
of his.  They seemed to enjoy their ride.  Fred Fieldõs Sister from the Pontiac area brought her Daughter and her Grandkids out to visit 
with Fred and ride the trains.  They road several times and had a wonderful day.  There was a sighting of Tom Bee taking Leeõs engine 
around the track.  It has been a long time since he drove a steamer.    At the end of the day we were all tired and ready to go home.  We 
had a steady line of passengers all day.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the day,  and being with each other today.  We wish more Members 
would come out and get the joy and fun back as it should be. 

Hope to see everyone soon. 
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THE NEW ROYAL OAK EAGLE SCOUT T-CARS 

 

These are the 2 car built for the Eagle Scout Project,  They are painted and ready to run in Royal Oak.  The Placard on the 
side of the Cars say 

òDONATED BY MICHAEL WHITE AS EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT WITH BOY SCOUT TROOP #1707 OF TROY, MI.ó   

Thanks to everyone who worked on these new cars 

Southgate Run      Saturday  August 20,  2011 

Reported By;  Candy Murray 

The day started out nice, Not too hot or humid.  Members present were Cary, Karen, Jim and Theresa, Lee, Choo Choo Johnny, Floyd, Bob Bab-
cock, Dennis, Gary, Gus, Ben and Catherine, Phill P, Roger, Steve, Jerry, Prospective Member Joshua, and Myself.  Trains were soon unloaded 
and ready to run.  We had a gentle breeze and the park is so peaceful first thing in the morning.  We felt it was going to be a busy yet fun day.  
We had two Birthday Party runs that day. Jim and Ben took care of those by running the kids on their trains.   Around 11:30 a.m. Like Steel to 
Magnets the parents and the children were being drawn to the Station.  Theresa had her Souvenir table set up and ready for the day.  The weath-
erman said we could have rain today, but so far no signs of storm clouds.  Jerry brought his laptop and played the Operation LifeSaver video.  
Floyd, Jim Cary, and Phill worked the Loading station.  The Engineers took turns running trains or conducting.  The club train was down for a short 
while having some minor repairs down, and soon it was up and running,  We had some visitors show up spend the afternoon with us, Rob Scheib,  
The Renauds, Ann & Bob, Keith Tackett and his family, Don and Jean and Dave Bell a new prospective member, Also Steve and Harriet Lytell 
and friends were there..  Again the Bethel  Baptist Church Menôs Club set up and gave away Hotdogs and Water again.  As the day went on the      
humidity was on the rise and the dark clouds started to roll in.  The weather radar let us know that a storm was heading our way but it was unlikely 
that it was going to reach us before the end of the run.  To be on the safe side we did take the canopy and the chains down and packed them 
away, and all the trains with the  exception of the club Engine and Steveôs Copper Range were loaded up or put away.   The day did end at 4:00 

p.m. and we finished packing up and putting away and we headed over to Rams Horn for a quick meal before we headed over to the meeting 



Page 3 THE MAINLINER  

The day started out wet and gray.  We waited until about 11:30 to finish our set up amid a few drops of rain.  By 12:00 the 
sun was creeping out and we only had 3 people in line.  But we were soon up and running with partial loads of passengers.  
It was beautiful until about 2:30 p.m. and the clouds moved back in and a few sprinkles started down along with the order 
to shut down and pack up.  By 3:10 we were loaded up and locked up and the sun came back out.  What an incredible day.  
On everyoneõs mind was the storm that hit Indiana, and took down a stage and people lost their lives.  The members that 
were there that day were:  Roger, Steve, Rudy, Floyd, Jim, Ben, Theresa, Catherine, Dennis, Phill, Tony, Gus, Bob B. & 
Louie. 

Southgate Run Reportññ-Sunday August 21, 2011 

By Catherine Rusch 

Damage to Royal Oak  August 20, 2011 

By: Candy Murray       Photos By:  William Neuman 

We headed out Early  on Sunday Morning to the Starr Jaycee Park after 
seeing the news reports late Saturday night of the severe damage the 
storm did to Royal Oak on Saturday afternoon. Hard rain, High winds, 
trees down and power out.   We were concerned about the damage to the 
park and to our tracks.  We had the special run scheduled at noon for the 
Life Christian Church from Troy.    When we arrived we saw the damage to 
the park.  Large branches were down throughout the park. Power was out 

in the area.  Power lines 
were down on a garage 
adjacent to the park.  Cary 
and Karen we just ahead 
of us, Having picked up 
the Eagle Scout Cars 
from Southgate to bring 
them back to Royal Oak.  
Tom H, Jerry, Josh and 
Cary helped unload the 
cars.  Then we got out the 
club engine and got the 
cars attached.  We them 

ran the track carefully and cleared the tracks of any debris.  We were very 
fortunate.  None of the large branches that came down were on the 
tracks.  A few were close but not close enough to cause a worry about 
the run.  It was a cool day with a bit of the sun shining on us for most of 
the day.  There were 8 of us working the run,  Karen and Cary, Candy, Jerry, Josh, Dave, Gary and Tom H.   The Murrays 
brought a friend along, Bill Neuman.  We set up the loading station near the bleachers located by the large covered pavil-

ion.  Jerry and Dave shared the Engineering Duties While Josh and Gary 
did the Conducting.  Candy and Karen were selling souvenirs, and Cary 
and Tom H were working on the storage barns.  Right before the run 
ended the dark clouds started rolling in and it began to lightly sprinkle.  
Right after we did the last run the skies opened up and the rain came 
down.  We quickly got the equipment put away and we headed on home. 
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July and August were bad months for the Nations Railway Systems Due to the Heavy Rains and the amount 
of washouts that happened across the Country.  As these photos sent to me by Louie Pittoli will attest to.  
It is believed that  this is the scene from Kansas City, Mo  

 


