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 ROYAL OAK RUN REPORTñSATURDAY  SEPTEMBER 3rd, 2011 
BY KAREN POLASKI 

BOB BABCOCK AND                

HIS DT&I  

The Weather prediction was for late afternoon showers & HOT.  They were right on the money.  It was in the High 
90õs all afternoon.   The raising thermometer didnõt seem to stop the patiently waiting fans from coming to the 
park to enjoy the day. 

Out for the day was, Lee & Old 97, Harold and his new toy, Jim (helped to set up and left for the day), Rob, Dave & 
his CN, Steve, Fred, Cary & Karen, Tom H, Johnny, Tom Bee, Louie & Phil, and Ken. 

Tom Bee engraved a plaque in Memory of John Bohlman, and the guys had a small memorial before the days run 
began.  John was a past member of Great Lakes Live Steamers.  Many of our members were active when he was 
in our club.  He will be missed by many.  Our Deepest 
Sympathy goes out to Rudy & his family, who is a cousin 
of Johnõs.  Chris Bee did take some photos. (I have been 
told)  Cary, Tom, Jim & Steve set up the loading station.  
Karen set up a souvenir table near the loading area.  
Steve handled the loading duties until Phil arrived to take 
over.  Stevie would be proud of the Old Man, if he would 
have seen him in action.  Everyone took turns filling the 
Duties of Engineer & Conductor throughout the day.  I 
think the steadily increasing temperatures finally got to 
Leeõs Old 97, he blew a steam line and went out of ser-
vice.  I have been told this is not going to be an easy re-
pair, and we may not see Old 97 back in service for this 
season.  She will be missed by many fans, which stand in 
line for a long time just to be able to take a ride around 
the park and get soot in their eyes.  Good wishes for a 
speedy recovery, old friend!  There were picnickers all 
through the park today.  We never saw the line empty all day.  We heard many train whistles blowing throughout 
the park.  The kids were happy to see hats & whistles available to play with. 

Rose came out and brought their Daughter & Grandchildren out later in the day.  They all enjoyed riding with  
Harold around the park.  Harold & Rose are going to miss them, as they will be relocating to Turkey, to live for a 
few years.  The kids seemed to be excited.  Good Luck to them, and I hope Harold & Rose have applied for their 
passports, because I know where they will be heading.  Then Daveõs CN had a minor malfunction, and had to go 
to the Train Urgent Care, located in Tom Beeõs back yard.  Dave & Tom will make repairs and hopefully we will 
see her running on Sunday.  We all made a quick clean up at the park, and gathered at Applebeeõs for some cool 
air, Iced Tea and a good meal.  When we left the restaurant and began our journey home, we were hit by a very 
bad storm, but we were all safe and made it home without incident.  We hope everyone was safe and had no  
damages. 

 We wish you would make it a point to come out and join us for runs at both parks,  we 

really do need everyone to make an effort to attend our monthly meetings.  
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ROYAL OAK RUNññSEPTEMBER 4th, 2011    BY: KAREN POLASKI 

The Weather prediction was for temps to be in the 70õs and possible thunder storms.  So, it 
started out to be a good day for the park and for a train ride. 

Out for the day was Tom H, Fred (who brought out Haroldõs train), Clive (with Clica), Gary, Cary & 
Karen, Lee, Bob Winkle (with his engine), Dave &  his CN which was repaired and back on line, 
Louie & Phil and Ken. 

Gary & Cary set up the loading station and Karen set up the souvenir table. 

We were notified of Haroldõs daughter being taken to the ER, so he would not be out for the day.  
We do hope everything is ok and she is back to feeling good soon. 

We had no major problems with the equipment today.  Lee cleaned out the barns, as others 
shared duties of Engineer & Conductor. 

Around 3 pm, a very dark cloud came over us, a cool breeze started and fans that were standing 
in line started telling us that we were under severe thunderstorm warnings.   It was predicted to 
hit us within the next ½ hour or so.  When it began to sprinkle, Cary made the decision to end the 
run for the day so that we would not get caught in the storm.  Everyone made quick clean up, 
load up, and lock up of the equipment.  We all drove off and headed for home. 

Editors Note:   I just wanted to thank Karen for writing the Royal Oak Run Reports as I was busy with family as 
we were packing up my Mother-in-law for her move North. 

NOTICE TO ALL GLLS MEMBERS 

THIS IS A REMINDER THAT YOUR                      
NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2012 GLLS CLUB               

OFFICER POSITIONS ARE  GOING TO BE TAKEN AT 
THE OCTOBER 8, 2011 MEETING 

 (Anyone wishing to make a nomination or to be 
nominated MUST be present at the October 

Meeting) 
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I think we all can remember what we were doing on that fateful day of September 11, 2001.  I  was at work and got the call 
from a co-worker.  We went into the break room and couldnõt believe what we saw as we gazed at the TV in horror as the 
plane hit the 2nd Tower.  All day long we were in fear,  afraid of what more was to come.  Well, 10 years have past and a lot 
has changed in both my life and in our Country.  On Sunday 9-11-2011 Jerry , myself and our friend  Bill Neuman traveled to 
Brighton, Mi.  The town was one of the honored recipients to receive one of the almost 1200 pieces of the Trade Center that 
fell on that day.   The Memorial Service was very touching and moving with several recollections of that day from people 
who were there.  Below are a few pictures from the Memorial that is located on the green in front of the Fire Dept.  I hope 
that you all can take a ride to Brighton to see this  piece of Americaõs history 

LEST WE FORGET  
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Teen loses legs after trying to jump onto train  
10:21 PM, Sep 5, 2011   

 

LONGMONT - A 17-year-old girl lost both of her legs when she tried jumping onto a moving 
freight train and slipped underneath it in Longmont Monday afternoon. 

Authorities say the Colorado State University student was with three other people between the 
ages of 17 and 25. 

Longmont Police say the group was looking to catch a ride to Fort Collins at around 1 p.m. and 
thought the northbound Burlington Northern Santa Fe train would be the cheapest, easiest way. 

When the 17-year-old girl tried hopping on to the train, she slipped and caught her legs between 
the train's wheels and the tracks. 

"It's one of those terrible things that young people who think they're invincible don't think 
about," Sgt. David Orr with the Longmont Police Department said. 

Another teen, a 17-year-old boy from Fort Collins, tried jumping on to the train, but slipped as 
well. He only suffered minor injuries. Police say he was dragged about 10 feet. 

A third person, a 21-year-old from Broomfield, was the first to try the jump and actually made it 
on the train. Investigators say he left the scene. 

The fourth person, 25-year-old Charles Hamilton of Gillette, Wyo., saw what happened to his 
friends and decided not to take his chances. He reportedly pulled the injured girl from under the 
train and to a parking area. He was not hurt. 

Two of the people involved, including the one who was dragged by the train, were cited for tres-
passing. 

The 17-year-old girl was initially taken to Longmont United Hospital, but was later airlifted to 
Denver Health Medical Center. 

Longmont Police Cmdr. Jeff Satur says he believed the girl was conscious and able to talk. 

Satur said he didn't know if the female would be cited. 

"She's got enough issues to worry about," he said. 
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Per our Treasurer Karen Polaski, the form below is to be used on ALL monetary transactions 
from now on.  Please read the form and if you have any question please contact Karen 
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SOUTHGATE RUN REPORTññ-SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 

Reported by Karen Polaski and Candy Murray 

I want to give a great big thanks to Karen Polaski for taking notes for me since we were going to be late  because 
Jerry had to work.   The day started out cool and cloudy and as the morning went on, the sun was out in time for 
the run.  We had a line of faithful followers that were waiting to ride the trains.  They had been lining up since 11 
am.    Everyone worked at getting the station set up and the trains ready to roll.  Members who were present 
were, Jim and Theresa with their Southern Switcher,  Steve,  Roger,  Lee with old 97, Rob, Clive with Clica, Floyd, 
Cary and Karen, Gus, Harold, Bruce Elder (a guest from Florida Live Steamers), Chad, Ben and Catherine, Dave 
with his CN, Johnny,  Fred, Phil P. and 
Gary.  Steve started the day at the loading 
station, with Phil taking over midway 
through and Chuck who came later in the 
day to finish up.   Lynn Decker the        
Operation Lifesaver presenter with Norfolk 
and Southern stopped by to meet Jerry.  
She is very  impressed with the work he 
has done on the Facebook page and what 
is posted on the GLLS website.  Jerry un-
fortunately had to work and we were run-
ning late so she is coming back on Sun-
day to meet him.   The day was filled with 
the sounds of happy children and train 
whistles in the air.  Kids love our souvenir 
bags with the hat, bandana, and train 
whistle in them.  We had a Birthday Party 
in the pavilion at the south end of the park 
which was handled by Dave, Johnny, and Fred.  Joe & Ann Sarich and their family came by for a visit and a ride 
on the trains.  Louie P. and Chuck showed up later in the afternoon and Jerry, myself and our friend Bill Neuman 
showed up around 2:45 p.m. for the end of the day.   There are new spring wobble toys donated to the park, they 
are a train engine, a railcar and a caboose.  They are located between the track and Trenton Rd.  During the  train 
runs, we will be covering them to prevent any accidents by excited children running across the tracks.  With the 
lines being steady all day we were all pretty tired by the end.  So the trains were quickly put away, several of us 

heading to Rams Horn for a quick meal and then on to the Southgate Ice Arena for the September meeting. 

UP COMING TRAIN SHOWS  

Which Show:   Lincoln Park Train Club, Train Show                                                                   

Where:J.F.K. Memorial Building at the corner of Ferris and London, east of Fort Street, Lincoln Park Mich,  

Date: October 23, 2011 Time: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm   Admission:  $3.00 per person, early bird 10:00 am $8. 

For info: Call: Darrell Hicks 734-624-1462 

 

Which Show:    Redford Model Railroad Club - Trainorama Extra                                              

Where: Costick Community Center, 28600 Eleven Mile Rd. Farmington Hills, Michigan 48336               
Date: October 30, 2011 Time:10:00 am to 4:00 pm   Admission:   $5.00 per person, kids under12 free w/ 

adult       For info:     Call or E-Mail: Pierre Willermet 734-953-2546 


